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the "realist" aggression of the dynamic States, the powerful
protection of a guarantee offered by Germany in a union for
joint protection and defence makes an end of an intolerable
situation of insecurity for the smaller States.
"The  defence   union,"   continues   Sering,   "will  require
completing by an economic alliance for those nations which
comply with the conditions for this closer association through
their neighbourhood and interdependence.'' Here it is necessary
to proceed cautiously. "Much will be attainable by the elastic
forms of free economic associations." It may be expected that
after the completion of a temporary stage in the formation of
the nucleus of the new order, attempts will be made by Ger-
many, on the lines of these or similar ideas, at an extensive
reorganization of Central Europe and the Near East.  These
efforts may be entirely analogous to the peaceful efforts to set up
a Zollverein within the German Federation.   Pressure and
menace on one side, material advantages offered on the other,
will quickly induce States left to themselves, and consequently
in a difficult situation, to come to terms. "There is no other real
safeguard against the empires that are being built up, and no
other guarantee of the peaceful preservation of equality of
rights,   than  the  construction  of a  permanent  economic,
military, and maritime equilibrium." So Sering, twenty years
ago, idealized the task of the defence union and its future
peaceful efficacy. It is easy for National Socialism to make the
task of insurance against the world revolution threatened from
the East and against the liberalistic decay advancing from the
West its exclusive task in the coming new federation of States.
Germany has done her utmost to delay the dynamic solution
of the problems in the east and north-east. These are by no
means confined to Danzig; they include Memel and the whole
of Lithuania, the Baltic States, and influence in the "corner-
pillar of the expanded Central Europe," Finland. The primary
task is the safeguarding of the Baltic and of the "glacis country"